Excerpts from an Interview
with James Hancock

Transcribed by AYSHA LONICH, M.ED.

These excerpts are from an interview given by James Hancock on 27 July 2017, at 1:08 PM,
at the Circleville Juvenile Correctional Center.

On His Childhood and Schooling

I felt like I wasn’t wanted by anyone, especially my mom.

It seemed like the older I get, the more I see her. But like I went a couple years where
I didn’t even see her at all — no birthday cards or any of that.

It’s kind of like a chainlink fence.

Just feeling like I wasn’t wanted by anyone, because I'd go to my mom’s house and
she has three other kids, so I felt like I wasn’t wanted there. And then I'd go back to
my dad’s house, and they have two kids, but they seem like they always focus all their
time with them.

I spent most of my time in my room but they never really paid attention.

I mentioned some stuff to my grandma ... but nothing major. Nothing that was
really bothering me.

Italked to her about stuff with my dad, about how he was being really harsh on me.
And, I mean, he’s told me —he’s told me a few times before that he hated me and that
he wished I... wasn’t his son.

I didn’t really like my home life because I was always grounded for my grades. So
it was always a strict home life.

And then Ifound out my girlfriend was cheating on me, so that was a big deal. And,
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I don’t know, after that I just started failing a couple of my classes, so it would just be
more rough on me at my house.

I wanted to be on the track team, but that’s also when my grades were bad. My
teacher said ... as long as  had my grades at D-plus — because she was ... one of the
track coaches — as long as I have a D-plus I would be on the team.

So I brought my grades up to a D-plus, but to my parents that wasn’t good enough.
So they wouldn’t let me on the team.

On Abusing Adderall

Ijust wanted to get high off of it, I guess, just to relieve all these things — like, all these
emotions that I was feeling.

I’d just use it to get rid of my feelings. But really after the medicine went away, I
would just feel worse.

Iended up getting addicted to that, but I started getting really skinny because Ididn’t
really eat. But the Adderall seemed like it was messing with my emotions somehow,
like just made me angrier and more depressed.

Eventually, my parents were like, well, we need to reduce this milligram because
you're getting really skinny off of it. So they reduced it, but they had still had my old
pill bottle so I'd just take those pills out of that.

On the Weapon and the Attack

[One night, his grandma showed him a gun that she had.] That night I was thinking about
the gun I saw —like, should I take it? Should I not take it? Like, because I had no inten-
tion to do what I did with it.

I guess Ijust wanted to have it for showing off or whatever.

When Iwas back in my dad’s house, I just put the gun under my bed. But, like, after
T'had gotten home I regretted taking it because I knew she was going to find out sooner
or later that the gun was gone.

The next morning, I wanted to tell my stepmom, but I could only imagine what kind
of trouble I'd be in, so I didn’t tell her.

I was scared that Sarah, my stepmom, was going to find it in my room if I went to
school, because she had found like video games or stuff that they didn’t really want
me to have.

So ... Thad put the gun in my backpack to go to school with no intention of doing
what I did.

But I broughtit to school, and when Iwas in the classroom it was still in my backpack.
But after that Ijust did ... my work, but I had this really anxious feeling that somehow
someone was going to find out that it was in my backpack.

I had told my buddy that I had it in my backpack, or two buddies actually.

And so when we went to lunch I still had that anxious feeling that someone was
going to find it in my backpack, so I had taken it out and put it in my lunchbox.

And when I'went to the cafeteria, [ went straight to the bathroom, and my two friends
had followed me, and they wanted to see it. So I showed it or whatever, but I put the
clip in one pocket and the gun in another pocket so I could eat my food.
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So when I went back out and sat down, I started eating my food but I had sweat-
pants on and the clip was like slick metal so it kept trying to slide out of my pocket. So,
then, I went back to the bathroom and I put the clip in the gun.

And when I went back I guess one of the buddies I told — because he knew, like, I
was mad at everything for like the longest time — so he was worried that I was going
to do something.

And Ijust had a gut feeling he was going to tell someone, so I started getting really
anxious and didn’t know what to do. And my victims were sitting at a table about ten
feet from me, but I passed them.

Icould see my buddy whisper to some girl that [ had the gun and she started panicking.

And ontop of that I had took Adderall the night before, the Adderall that Thad saved
up, and it had carried into that morning so I was — that really boosted my anxiety.

So she started panicking and running and ran to the office, and from then it just felt
like I blacked out, and that’s when everything happened.

It just seemed like everything went blurred.
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