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erms twenty five to life and eight five year terms

‘deadly wespon. Penal Code Sedtiénbﬁridl}ait_

7. The Bdérd of Prison Terms Panel is cofnprisefdl_'ﬁf_-

cémm-ésidﬁéfszNiélsen,' Bentley, and Guaderrama. We will "

,:_i.ﬁ. the room. We will commence with myself and move to

We '_w_ill each identify ourselves and spell our last

names.

PRESIDING BOARD COMMISSIONER NIELSEN: Jim Nielsen,

_'"-"’N- I~ E= L= S- E- N, Commissiocner, Board of Prison Terms.

DEPUTY BOARD COMMISSIONER BENTLEY: Carol Bentley,

" B-'-, E~ N- T= I~ E~ ¥, Commissioner Board of Priscon Ternms.

BOARD COMMISSIONER GUADERRAMA: Danny Guaderrama, G-

U- A~ D- E- R~ R- A- M~ A, Commissioner of Board of Prisen

Terms.
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ctional,dffiber. | : |
2 Jay shelp, S- H- E- L= P, Court Room

, m. C [(inaudible], San Diego Union Tribune C-
E~ D- E- E.
PRESIDING BOARD COMMISSIONER NIELSEN: Thank you.

J 'Itf s n‘oj:ed'that Inmate Spencer has waived her appearance == her

personal appsarance at this hearing, but is represented by Mr.

‘ J‘Sl’lins .

In considering her suitability for the granting

date, the panel considers her prior criminality, personal

baékground, as well as her life of crime. Sharing the hearing
1 with that portion of the hearing.

commissioner Bentley will discuss post conviction
factors and psychiatric psychological evaluations that have

occurred, and Commissioner Guaderrama will discuss parcle

PRESTON'S LEGAL SLPROAT SEAVICESR
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¥ &eilbarété,ail ?&rtiééjwquld.‘

the room, except the panel and then after our deliberations

;“TheepriSOner“hés certain rights, She has thE-rightf"

ltbf”a "Eiﬁéi§?;ﬁggiéé:w ‘Mr. Jallins, do you feel‘:that fotfxfw
client’s rights have been met in that regard?.
,VSRW'JALLIHS: Yes, they have been.

PRESIDING BOARD COMMISSIONER NIELSEN: The prisoner
has the right to review central file and all the rest of the
‘documents thérein. Did she had that opportunity?

MR. JALLINS: Yes, she did.

PRESIDING BOARD COMMISSIONER NIELSEX: And as well
the prison has the right to a fair and impartial panel. Mr.
Jallins do you have any cause to believe this panel would be

less than fair and impartial to your client?

KR. JALLINS: No,

PRESTON'S LEGAL SURPORT SERYICES
P.C. BOX 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 553834-0157
{918} 5eT-0880 copyright ©




",.-m -_a'mms- Yes, it is.

PRESIDING BOARD COMMISSICNER NIELSEN: I willﬁ-‘

coﬁmence with the reading of ‘the statement of facts as théy

appear in the original officer’s - report. It indicates at

‘approximately 8:30 a.m. the San Diego Police Department, in

January: 29, 1879, was notified of a shooting at Cleveland

'Ele'm'entary ‘School. Responding officer found several children

and two adults wounded by gun shots.

Officers were confronted themselves by gunfire

while attempting to assist the injured. One officer was shot in

the neck. Responding officers had to take cover. Several of
the wounded for a time were left unattended. Oone of the
covering patrol units located a large sanitation truck. The

truck was then -=- by then successfully positicned to block some

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERYICES
P.Q. BOX 2401587, SACBAMENTO, CA 35824-0157
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The area was corded off, and tha reszdentss

cantact with Brenda sPencer. During the”

conversatlon Spencer ‘admitted the shooting, and afterﬂseveralf"

" hours of tel_'hone conversatlons Spencer exited the resmdence,f“

'plaCed the'weapons in the driveway aleong with numerous boxes

of ammunltlon; and was taken in to custody by S.W.A.T.

Officers.

Several children were injured by gunshot wounds.

' The principal of the elementary school Merteon Wagy age 53 had

gone To the aid of the students, was subsegquently shot himself.

Michael Seschar, age 56, school custodian, went to the aid of
Mr. Wagy, and was also shot.

San Diego police officers came to the aid of hoth
students and the two injured adults. Officer Roc, from the San
Diego  Police Department received a neck wound injury. They
ware pinned down until the trash vehicle was able to prevent
them from being fired upon.

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES

P.O, BOX 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 956340157
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ntered his rse{__ék .

“children wounded. Christa Gil, ag

ary CZLark, age 8, ab&ommal wound. ﬁdﬁi‘éa
severe akdominal wounds. Charles Mlller age 9,
shouliier ":"tébuﬁ&.- ‘Greg Learner, age 8, wourided in’ ‘buttocks.

c:x:ystal Harvey’, acﬁ'e 10, hand wound. Joeyanne Robbis, age “10,.

'1-,wouuded J.n elbow as well as a wound at the gide of the waist
'11ne area. ,Audrey Stites, age 7, elbow wound. All of the

ch:.ldren hac‘! apparently been coming to school that morning when

all of thxs occurred.
It is noted in our record that at the time of being
in the residence at the time of the shooting, Brenda Spencer

made telephone contact with a Steve Legat, I guess Steven’s a

reporter for the San Diego by the San Diego Police

Department and he’s a reporter for the San Diego Tribune. She
had some discussions with him. Questions as to why she d4id the
shootings. Her statement was," I just started shooting for the
fun of it." When questioned again as to why she was shooting
she stated, "I don’t like Monday. This livens up the day."

Questioned as to whether ¢the shooting was at anycne in

PRESTOMN'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.0. BOX 340157, SACRAMENTS, CA 95834-0157
(216) 367-0840 copyright ©




_was taken to the homicide division for tne'

That concludes the readings. of the'

'Prlor to going on into the other sections I would“

l.Lke to refer momentar:.ly to Mr. Jallins. Ms. Spencer has

'Hsubmitt'e:d a -document in which I gather is her statement in the

Is that correct Mr.Jallins?
MR. JALLINS: VYes, it is.
PRESIDING EOARD COMMISSIONER NIELSEN: Would you

please read this then inte the record?

MR. JALLINS: Okay. This is titled a top for
immediate release in today’s date, and is entitled "Convicted
Girl Killer Breaks 13 Year 0ld Silence And Will Not Seek
Parcle.” Brenda the shy, diminutive, 16 year old, pixy-face,
San Diego redhead, who on January 29, 1979 barricaded herself
in her family home and began firing at students and teachers in

the elementary school yard across the street.

Leaving the school principal and custodian dead,

PREZTOM'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.0. BOX 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 95834-0157
(918) 567-0580 copyTight @




18

 11ty fbr anythlng I did =--
o 51:, 'it’s not responsibility
‘-HR; JALLINS: I am not, excuse me. Correct. "I am
not tryi;q toﬁacdge responsibility for anything I did. I live
with the unbearable pain everyday of knowing that I was
responsible for the death of two people, and caused many othefs

physical and emotional pain ahd suffering. No one can know

‘just how hard that is to live with, but I’m not a murderer."

She says, emphasizing the word, "I was and had been
for many days before that incident heavily under the influence
of a2 lot of street drugs I had been taking. I had been doing
uppers and downers combined with PCP and straight alcohol for
several days before the incident. Then that morning I stayed

home from school and started doing more.

PREZTOM'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
2.0, BOX 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 95834-0157
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;W:&gT.:ﬁamaﬁf guess, butwﬁy tﬁéhfl.ha

tﬁéﬁ'theww@aﬁons, »I'rémambéf'ﬁglk _

Over;the years the press has wrltten some pretty

dﬂta1es about what I said ‘but whatever I said 1t was the
quorﬁand the drugs talking. Anyone who knew me knew that I
wouldn't hurt anyone or anything, but when it was all over)in

January cff1979 two people were dead and some little children

were wouhded,

I must tell you that there’s not a day that I don’t

'gee those people and those children in my mind and not a day I

don’t wish with all my heart I could bring them back. But, I’m
not quilty of murder.”

Brenda continues, emphasizing the word again, *I
didn’t know what I was doing. You can’‘t for malice a required
element for a first degree murder conviction when you are under
the influence of that many drugs and that much alcchol. And
more important after all these years some serious

inconsistencies have come to light about just who fired all

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.0, 80X 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 95624-0157
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edf about' not fz.ra.ng toward tha school yard.
Also although the police stated during my courtt
_hearlngs that the lab results showed no alcohol == no drugs or -

some people

g_-al,cahol in m_y_vsystem at the time of my arrest we,
ﬁhg afe’hélping with my Writ have gotten hold of independent

lab ré:Stilfs which the prosecutor had done from the same blood.

*éamplé}‘and which show that I had potentially lethal levels of
drugs Vin iny rsiystr-_-_m at the time.
The prosecutor and my own defense attorney covered
ﬁp this fact and withheld this evidence from the court, and

withheld it from 2ll the doctors and psychiatrists who did

reports and evaluations on me trying to figure out what made

me do it. So I was convicted as a cold-blcooded killer, which

I‘’m not.

On top of that once they arrested me and got me to

juvenile hall, they gave me mnassive doses of powerful, mind

altering, psychotropic drugs which Xkept me completely stoned

for the next itwo years. And until I was finally transported tc

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.C. BOX 340157, SACRAMENT G, CA $56234-0157
(918) 587-0880 copyright ©
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Funny thlng was none of the doctors, psychlatrlsts,f

';and other spec;al;sts who did expert reports on me and who. gaVE-

ﬁme no klnd of neurologlcal and psychological tests bothered to:;f“

really talk to me, and none of them ever asked what happened.
I thought that was really strange. I still think it’s strange.
They just wrote the reports based on what the police told then,

and the police were hiding a lot of information and evidence

. from then. So all their special reports are just so much

garbage. That’s also an issue that I'm raising on my Habeas
Corpus and Civil Rights law suit."

At cCalifornia Institution for Women, Brenda is
active in a group called Women Prisoners Convicted by Drugging.
A group of approximately fifty women who all can document that
they were given a psychotropic drugs while being detained in

the county jails, and going through their trial. And who are

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.0, BOX 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 95534-0157
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_;.Forty—two of the women in the group, including

agiela ors-{ and? Ccmgressnen, and investigation i.s'- cuirre{ntl_y

“under way by the F.B.I. and the U.S. Justice Department.

state Senator Robert Presley, of Riverside, has
been most active in demanding and getting the investigation by

the F.B.I. Brenda reports. Two of the group also have Habeas

_Corpus’ in the State Courts, and one has filed a large Federal

civil Rrights suit.
Brenda states that in addition to her Writ of
Habeas Corpus whizh will be filed on the end of the month in

State Court. She is also filing in the Southern District

Federal Court a Civil Rights suit for damages due to violations
of her federally protected Constitutional Rights. In addition
to charging that she did not get a fair hearing due to being

given the psychotropic drugs, Brenda’s Habeas Corpus charges

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.0, BOX 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 958340157
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'pprgésibn; and preventgﬂ*;ﬁerg from being

' _‘i'e:px_je‘sgﬁﬁa;tion‘.of receiving a fai:j:{___héalriﬁg.( .

:@grgﬁ £ﬁdft§kihg*college courses at California Institution

‘Bfend'a‘: states further that she is workin“q:"t_cx’_.f.

"__fbrmuia'tg”’aﬁ ‘outreach program which she hopes to launch soon in-

cooperation with persons on the outside of the community, which
ha;‘s. as its dbject.{ve to attempt to reach other troubled youth -
like he._rself and in an effort to intervene before their lives
come to tragic consequence liRe hers.

Although she has in the past thirteen years

categorically refused all contact with the media, Brenda states

‘that she will now do interviews with selected newspapers,
f

magazines and television programs. Deciding on these on an
individual basis, and after careful consideration of each
prospective interview. = End of statement, and then in a comma

is how she can be contacted to set up those media requests.

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
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ormally 'pose to tne prlsoner had that prisoner been present'.
‘ Although as far as personal bac}cground Brenda o
5per-cer J.s the youngest of three children, of th'e marriage dfh

.aﬁd Dorothy Spencer. Her parents were marrled in

- 'December of ‘54 and remained intact for seventeen years, and
_their parents separated in ‘72. At that time the children were

- nine, thJ.rteen, and fifteen.

‘I'here seems to be a contested issue of custody of
the children. The divorce bscame final in ¢72. The children

remained with Mr. Wallace Spencer, It appears that they lived

in the vicinity of the mother, again with Mr. Spencer. Both
residences were maintained.

The children apparently went back and forth
visiting between both parents. At the time of the probation
officer’s report the =-- Mr. Spencer was in the Audic/Visual

Department, San Diego State University, and Mrs. Spencer was a

PRESTGN'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.0. BOX 240157, SACRAMENTO, CA 95034-0157
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which the»pr-soner used in the commission of the crimes and-had

ei e__at Chr;stmas. :
) - ‘ far as the additional backgrbund}faf the;
_prlsoner, the contact with the East Service Group Bureau was a .-
}result_qf_a:burglary incident. The father brought . Brenda in
:and  §ﬁéu was evaluated as a tomboy belng without female
.inflﬁéhbe or role models, but having no oufstanding problems
that would require a referral to other agencies.

The door of this particular agency was to do
service was to be left open for supportive counselling. Since
 £hen her father came there three different times and then
Brenda had come alone. Then later on her attendance decreased
as the weather changed. It was noted that she tended to put up
barriers and just resisted probing questions.

She appeared to resent the lack of closeness within
the family. She had spoken of the hope of getting a gun for
Christmas, but there was no indication of significant violence,

and she seemed pleased with the family outtings of the before

PRESTOM'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERYICES
P.0. BOX 240157, SACRAMENTO, CA §5834-0157
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As a. youth r-he was deemed as one with an 1ncred:.ble R

of dehumam.zat:.on, rJ.gJ.d naivety, frail physical'

tatufé-é. That concludes the personal background.

S Pr:.or cnmlnallty is not extensive. In one case

_ _"that sbrn-eone instructed, 06-22-75, a petty theft offéns‘e was
" handled and [inaudible] by Alcohome Police Department.

'Appar':éntly the prisoner and Broderick BErent Fleming entered a

Payless Drug Store and the male went behind the counter and

‘pulled out a box of cartridges, put them in a Payless sack. It

appears that the female had been telling him what to get, and

where to look for it. All of a sudden he [inaudible] without

‘pain, two cokes were also taken. The bag, when they were

apprehended, revealed a box of two 4: caliber cartridges,

twenty in number, and two cokes.

Fleming indicated he’d taken the item, but that
Brenda had told him what to take. Brenda ran from police

security. They were unable to apprehend. She later was

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPFORT SERVICES
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1 1 enter p”'ticonV1ctlon factor from cgmmlssioner Bentley.
»BOARD comssxom BENTLEY Yes. During ‘thls partj
"J.ng__tha' panel normally ‘discusses with the prisonar'.

hat’ activities that they’re involved in. Since they’ve been

;;iﬁcarc*;atea what disciplinary problems they’ve had, and since

-fthat'wénft'be'possible. I will just go through it and review

" what she has done and then I will then go into the counselors

and psychologists report.

She has had no serious disciplinary 115’'s. She had

about seven Cl28's, which are minor violations. Most of those

are failure to report to her Jjob or to her educational

assignment or unexcused absences from class. She currently has

now a ¢lassification of zero. Which has been reduced over the

years.

She has participated in Circa for Long Termers.
She did ~- was involved in A.A., Alcocholics Anonymous and

Narcotics BAnonymous in 85 and 86, but I find no record of her

PRESTOM'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.O, BOX 240157, SACRAMENTO, CA 95834-0157
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Bom mxssxom BENTLEY: But she was just a'—-{*i

MR. JALLINS: Yeah. _ |
BOARDCOMSSION‘ER BENTLEY: -- volunteer--
. MR. JALLINS: Yeah. a
BOARD COMMISSIONER BENTLEY: ~- serving food.
MR. JALLINS: I --
BOARD COMMISSIONER BENTLEY: I don’t think that
qualifies as participatiﬁg.

MR, JALLINS: No, but I--in my =-- in I =-- and I

understand what the board =-- but it might indicate she still

has sonme apparently she might still have some connection

with then. I also believe that she’s done the twelve step
program, but I -- in connection with the --

BOARD COMMISSIONER BENTLEY: [inaudible]

MR. JALLINS: =-- in connection with the A.A.

BOARD COMMISSIONER BENTLEY: I didn’t see any

certificate or anything.

PRESTON'S LECAL SUSPORT SERVICES
P.O. BOY 340157, BACRAMENTG, CA 558240157
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Okay - \'I‘Che'n' I'm génna

e =& justments dur:.ng her twelve years of-__

mcarceration, and has demonstrated her efforts to - imprave .';';.

'.herself by remalnmg d:.sc:.plmary free and complet:.ng and

breaklng varlous programs Itfs noted that the prlsoner

ﬁR, JALLINS: Excuse me. I‘m sorry. There is a
chrono';n the fiié on 12-03-%1. This on the A.A. N.A. I'm
sorry. I héd a copy of it in my packet. I'm -- and it says:
she --

BOARD COMMISSIONER BEHTLEY: Oh, did she have our--

MR. JALLINS: Yes.

BOARD COMMISSIONER BENTLEY: Yes, devoted her and
wag in the twelve step study program.

MR. JALLINS: Yes. 9-5-91 -- is that the one -- ok.

9-5-91 to 11-21,
BOARD COMMISSICHER BENTLEY: But she’s not

currently --

MR. JALLINS: There doesn’t appear to be anything

PRESTON'S LEQAL SUPRGRT SERVICES
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The 'c:nunselc:r béliréi}éé “this, the prlsonar- wonld

Then we go back ‘to the psychologlst report and the

__psychologz.si: mdlcates that the nrisoner describes her state of_‘v'f"":
m:.nd befare and during the crime as not only very depressed B
i-a‘nd b'asica-lly suicidal, but totally submerged in illegal drugs.

_.Hainly P‘cé, LSD, alcohol and downers.

In her C-file, her central file, there’s no
comprehensive drug screening documented or reported from that
time. Which, I don’t know if the psychologist was aware that
the tests that were made available indicated that she didn’t
test positive for any illegal substance or alcohol in her
system.

The psychologist goes on to say, as a matter of
fact the organic disturbances of the disorganization of the
mind created by the palm =-- polomious of powerful drugs,
especially LSD and PCP can cause symptoms indistinguishable
from psychosis with visual hallucinations and paranoic fears.

They further can potentially effect the mind and behavior of

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
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n: scme "of the testlnq that was. done, in the 1980

| nusual and unreallstlc thlnklng style. It ind:a.cates‘_
'."':'that cu.rrently these two scales are now in nermal range.
They psychalogist further indicates that the_.
.-“_-"pri'sidﬁer: ‘has an anti-social personality with narcissistic
.featﬁres. The psychologist’s suggestions it is recommended
‘that the inmate continue with therapy she started as further
improvements expect'ed, specialized drug treatment, and
continued group therapy seems to be necessary to rehabilitate
the still exisfing mental effects of her past abuse, and
establish a more resistant personality struggle. The
psychologist feels that her violence potential is decreased

over the time that she committed the crime.

And that basically is it. It should be noted that
the psychologist in the interviews with the prisoner, she

indicates that she has in the past six months had some further

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.O. BOK 340157, SACRAMENTQ, CA 950340157
(918} 5870880 cepyrighl ®
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hcne number unknown.

Her work goals are to pursue a vocational

 e1ectr6nics school, and eventually obtain employment in thaiﬂ“

“field.

1711 ask Mr. Jallins whether or not he has anything

"a@lse to add to her future plans?

MR. JALLINS: I believe she maintains contact with

her parents in San Diego. In fact she just had a family living

unit wvisit with her mother, would have been this last weekend.
S0 she maintains contact with then. She was under some

confusion whether she has to make parole plans in San Diego or

‘Orange County, but I believe that San Piego still remains the

county of commandment even though the case had been moved to
Orange County. S0 her parents are still there. They’re a

support system, particularly her mother. She’s much closer to

FRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.Q. BOX 340157, SACRAMENTOD, CA 95824.0157
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FAtt:rney's office from San Dlego and they will ke speaklng for_

7th¢m5alyes today.

Lieutenant, Homicide Bureau.

"having a bad day.

_Bemm; com:cssxom GUADERRAMA . Okay -i:n »ms‘:ﬁbns

ong by Dlstrlc

3240 no_ices we ‘have two responses,

We have an additional response from the San

Dieg6  Police Department, authored by Barbara Harrison,

It’s dated November 30, 1992.

It says that in 1979 Brenda Spencer lived with her
father across the street from the elementary school. on
January 29 she took a .22 caliber rifle and shot and killed the

principal ©f the school and the custodian. She also shot and

lnfured eight scheol children and a police officer.

Her explanation for the assault was that she was
This was a very vicious and senseless
attack, which outraged not only the victims famiiies, but also

the ¢itizens of San Diego. The case generated worldwide

attention and is still prominent in mary area residents minds.

It is the opinion of the San Diego Police

PRESTON'S LEQAL SUPPORT SERYICES
P.C. BOX 340157, SACRAMENTO, CA 35824-0157
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be glven__a parala date, and parol’e.d _to- sdm'i‘e dt‘her

ccmmunity cutsmde of Sa.n Diego County. I bel:.eve sha wauld'

i_abldlng cltizen.‘ Very ‘truly yours, Michael Miglehn. Do yc'.‘u*j

‘have any other carrespondences"

HR~JALLINS: No, I’'m complete. That’s it.

BOARD COMMISSTONER GUADERRAMA: oOkay., With that.
I’1l1 tﬁrn baqk to the chair.

PRESIPING DBOARD COMMISSIONER NIELSEN: In the
absence of the prisoner there cannot.be any questions in the
section and we will have it during the closing statements as to
suitability begining with Mr. Berry, representing the people.

MR. BERRY: Thank you. As the board has mentioned
in it’s Statement of Facts detailing the violence and the
vulnerability of the victims. These were young school children

on the way to school. They had no idea that a sniper was

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPFFORT SERVICES
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8 _th-éﬁ ju‘s’é "br'iiefl‘y; : thera is ‘stxon

was’:" a planned attack. : Onx,th‘e

| On Sunday night she went to the recreatlonal'
vehicle, the RV -which was parked in the driveway, which her‘!"'l
father had parked there where he kept the extra ammunition.
She went to i:hat RV and apparently took ammunition out of the
vehicle. Her father testified that there was very little
ammunition in the house and then when they checked the RV after
this incident, most of the ammunition that had been in the RV
was gone.,

S0 on Sunday night she apparently went to the RV
and took out ammuniticn, planning her attack. That Monday
morning she asked her father if she could stay home alone.
When she was talking with Mr. Wygen, from the newspaper, she
indicated that this idea for this attack had popped into her

head on the Wednesday before this Monday.
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meaht to shoot him, and she succeeded in shooting him. all this

Well it is clearly disputad
ie in her statements to the’ reporter:

She ‘zaid .._ghe:_ﬁ'as rfir"ihg at red and blue jacﬁeﬁii"a{ That ’

_-.::Fu:rther she indicated that she had shot a police -
fficer. = She was very aware of what she was doing. -She had a -
sniper scope and she had the ability to -- and the marksmanship

tq-‘;:aim and fire, and when she aimed at that pclice officer she

goes to show that she was not under the influence of mind

altering drugs or alcohol.

There is the existence of the lab repoerts which

show the total lack of alcohol or any other drugs in her system
after she was arrested. There’s no indication that she slurred
her speech or was in any way under the influence when she
talked to police negotiators or the press.

There’s every indication that she was of her mind
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sinét cbme’tq‘grips with the fact thét she'ié

viﬁ;féét a}ﬁﬁgﬁe:er, whichﬂis'wh$t she is.‘ Yet in her prag1
 ?§lea$g-;ﬁé’gaygwéhe’not. She seeks many ways and many péoplef
tb‘:b§$mé;fiﬁ¢iuding,' apparently, her press release that Séﬁ'
{biégo’Pﬁiicevbepaftﬁent, which is absolutely ludicrous. o

all the gun fire came out of that house over a
period - of hours in which several vollies of up to thirty-six
 rounds promptly were fired. All came from that house. Thé
.pbliCe never fired inuvoc +hat yard, and that’s absolutelyi
ludicrous.

It’s clear that Ms. Spencer has no remorse. It’s
clear that Ms. Spencer’s trying to alleviate her responsibility
and blame it on everything from lack of memory, poor
upbringing, and drug inducement. None of which are true. None
of which are supported by the facts.

It‘s interesting note in her juvenile record is
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":'olear'what her motlvatlon was. He indicates‘ that maybe on:'e'of"

:._the reasons Wag her suicidal urge to promote or to prompt
éomeone-to- commit the sui =-- of the destructive act of killing
her, but he also notes that there may be other motives such as
hafe, anger, revenge, or primitive infantile destructiveness.
Which I think clearly show more the facts of the
case are what happened. It was destructive, primitive,
-infantile destructiveness, anger, hate, and violence directed

toward children, directed toward that school, directed toward

anvone,

She planned to de this crime. She committed this
crime, and for her own reasons, not because of some drug

inducement. 1It’s very clear that this person is a danger, a
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pr_;.__cip'él.‘ The injury of the policé -Of'ﬁigz_}e_

_person Who in faét should never walk the streets again. Thank

| i_pnzsxféme BOARD COMMISSIONER RIELSEN: Thank yéd"."'“—'
‘Mr. Ja.ilins-“ your c_:bm;izents as to suitability of your client
_""'pe.ndin"g -] paz"'blé date.

'MR. JALLINS: Well, as I had mentioned to the board
several times previously. The facts of the crime are new.{ér-—
are not pérticularly in dispute and are not iss -- are in
issue, but if that’s the sole issue then all the comments from
t’h_e District Attorney are appropriate in terms of == that she

should not be released.

But there’s a lot of things we have to look at.
What motivated her crime? What was the cause of the motivation
of what occurred? And even the psychiatric reports today

indicate number one the breakup of her home was a major factor.
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iving st hoin with waﬁ-ﬁfér fathar

esting to note the house was; -

home.  Brenda was -- eith -- sixt -- I think it vas described
'-‘_'.as"nér'{én‘cfé,‘ as a eighté:en year old mind in a sixteen ye‘a"r_ oid‘
f*bédy,m_' and T think that had a great deal -- that she’s not
haVing:pfdper influences on her life at the time.

| She showed no indication of any violence prior to
that time. Mr. Berry mentioned Broderick Fleming, hut Mr.
Fleming also indicated that Brenda was always saying things
like that and never doing anything about it, and her only two
contacts of the -~ with the police were for theft offenses.
One for burglary, one for shoplifting, and both times she was

basically counselled and released.

And it’s an important to note to that since that
day she has no indication of being violent inside the
institution. She has ne one -- no disciplinary offenses,

serious disciplinary offenses in prison, and in fact has never

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.C, BOY 240157, SACRAMENTO, CA 85234-0157
{816) 557-0880 eomymight ©




R & ¥ BB

8

of drugs and alcohol in her system led to that 31tuatlon.

And the reports indicate in the third reasonlnq 1sn

fthat she could have been suicidal at the time. That she must

haWe bean out of touch with reality quite often. She was

severely depressed and suicidal and wanted to kill herself or

provoke to be killed.

I think those factors: the breakup of the home, the

kdysfunctional family, the long term drug and alcohol abuse, and

her suicidal depression at the time I think were all

motivations for what occurred. And I think you need to
underatand that in terms of understanding what was behind it
and what the District Attorney may phrase as a premeditated

attack was actually, possibly a premeditated suicide attempt.

PRESTON'S LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES
P.0. BOX 240157, BACRAMENTO, CA 95834-0157
(318) 587-0580 sopyrieht ©




iuthis oc _r d she was sixtean years of age, but sghe had, you)f

Tﬁi§ ﬁﬁsaar

old girl:at the time. She’s now thlrty yaars old.

again an eighteen year old -- she was thinking like an

now;

“might year old.

Her conduct in prison has been admirable. She

upgraded herself. She has been disciplinary free. She has no

disciplinary free. She has no disciplinary offenses. She’s

missad school a variety of times, it’s besen very difficult in
the institution for her when she --she had a bit of adjustment
problem when she first came in the C.I.W.

She spent the first three or four or five years of
her incarceration at the Ventura Girls School. She did get her

high schocl diploma. It wasn’t a GED, she actually graduated
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-~yip'irgaliﬁy, and if you talk .to much of the

institutional staff there, they will tell you that Brenda had:

"‘t"_fqubi'e“ adjusting in ‘the beginning. She had trouble Béing}

aECEptgd on ﬁﬁe;g‘e‘neral yard, and she is now in the last févlr -

yéhrs gottén’td a point where she’s an accepted member of the

-prison community.

She’s upgrading herself vocationally. She is now
in the Vocational Electronics Program. It’s my understanding
she has reached the test technician level and she will continue
on in thé.t program. She also was in the Hobby/Craft Program,

she was on the mural crew, lead mechanic in industry. She was

also on the yars’ crew.

She’s done a great deal of self help. I would like
to see her continue in A.A. and N.A., but apparently the recent

chrono does indicate that after a few years absence of that she
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She was in tha stress management

now she’s doing group therapy again.

d,.about her several voluntser efforts in.
She’s an active member of the Long 'I'e_rme'risy;

ilzation Circuit. She was a tutor for Project Read I

think.: '-"Ydi'z‘kﬁdw we talked so much about remorse and one part

d-f'r’émorse'is »mﬁk‘ihg ammends by helping others in society, and
éhé's 'be-eri_ a2 Project Read tutor, and in fact there’s a chrono

in her hand when a staff member in the Hobby/Craft room cut her

) hand’ Brenda- immediai:ely toock control and gathered up all the

tools and ‘brg#nized the situation.

Her last psychiatric report, I think, goes a lot
ionto her history. Talks a lot about her present psychological
state, but the bottom line is number one: she is significantly
psychologically improved and two: her violence potential is
substantially decreased, and those are the key issues. Is she
an unreascnable risk to society?

It also indicated that her personality problems are
largely under control. So despite the heinousness and the
atrocicusness and all the adjectives you want to use for this
offense. It’s important to kKeep in mind that she’s come a long
way since fourteen years ago, and she’s continuing to make
progress, and the guidelines and the matrices all indicate she
8till has a few years to go. But I think it’s important to

understand that I think she is making progress.
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r Col w-14944. Tha panel hag raviewed all
ion aﬁaiiable to it. All that, hasr transpired,
_1n the course of this instant hearing.

WE are coricluding the prisoner is not suitable for

.parola and would pose an unreasonable risk, danger to soclaty
and,afflict»the public safety if released from prison.

As  to the commitment offense, the offense was |

carried out in an especially heinous, atrocious, cruel and. -

- callous manner, with no regard to the fact that the human

societal trauma imminating from her cruel acts extends in an
enduring way far beyond the dead and the wounded against the
crime.,

The crime was carried out in a manner exhibiting a
callous disregard for the life and suffering of others. The
offense was carried out in a dispassionate and calculated
manner. Multiple victims were attacked, injured, two were
killed in the same incident.

These conclusions are drawn from the Statement of
Facts where the prisoner’s cold, and calculating manner planned
and prepared for vicious assault cn utterly vulnerable young
children, educators, staff, and law enforcement officers.
Firing from a residence intoc a school yard, the prisoner

BRENDA SPENCER W-14944 DECISION PAGE 1 017217923
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'rhe prlsoner and same partner later committed a burglary at the

_same elementary school where she later committed her heincus

act.

The prisoner and the institution that programed in
& limited mahner has failed to develop a marketable skill that
can be put to use upon release is now participating in
vdcational electronics. This vocational program has not heen
compl-etedi, nor has another one been pursued.

The prisoner has not participated sufficiently in
beneficial self help and therapy programming. The priscner’s
substance abuse problems have not been dealt with in a seriocus

BRENDA SPENCER W-14944 DECISION PAGE 2 6L/21/93
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£ the lessons learned.
r¢s limited and - lmng’finﬁerrﬁﬁtgd:;

snd N.A. to wit there have been F‘°"""f“i‘?-

participation in /86 and ‘91 as instricted. |

L The psychological report dated 12/18/92 is
vpﬁfévmrable. The prisoner’s inside is fair, but she tries to
Heél'ﬁlth the'statg of her mind during the commission of crime,
‘but it says tha%t she has a long way to go if she can evéf

remember what happened.

Her judgement is deemed basically sound except as

related to the crime and her great need for rehabilitation is

14
_H_noted. The prisoner still presents the diagnostic problen
15
group therapy is deemed necessary by this right.
16
The prisoner, particularly in her 01/21/%3 press
i7
release, acknowledges some responsibility for her crimes, but
18 :
this acknowledgement is woven in a web of denial, excuse, and
19
0 blame placing. Particularly her claim to being under substance
2
influences during her crime. This is unsupported on the
21
record.
22
She also attributes much to the actions of others
23 .
24 even to the degree of offerring that responding law enforcement
25 officers were the perpetrators of the violence that fateful
day.
26
» DRENDA SPENCER W=14944 DECISION PAGE 3 0L/21/23
28
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27

9uin a nonda: ructiva manner. - Untilf&ﬂ

~"risonar continues to be completely‘

d élﬁh?éat to others. Therapy in a COntrblladwi

Both motivation and that ability are

The gains the prisoner has made are recant and she

rmust damonstrate her ability to maintain gains over an extended

period of time.

In view of the prisoner’s assaulting history, the

life of the program participation, continued impressed

-attitudes, the many problems as reported hky counselers and

psycholdgists, there is no indication that the prisoner would
be any differently if paroled.

Nevertheless the prisoner should be commended for
efforts in Breaking Barriers c¢irca Long Termers, siress
management and other activities of the institution. However,
these positive aspects of her behavior do not out weigh the
factors of her suitability. Additionally the 11/30/92
counselor report indicates lack of remorse.

The panel finds that the prisoner though
acknowledging responsibility for two deaths and harming others
fails to note the lifetime trauma to young, vulnerable
children, their families, and indeed society wrought in the
dark visage of fear that yet eminates from this crime.

BRENDA SPENCER W-14%44 DECISICN PAGE 4 01L/23/93
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16
17
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26
27

prisoner as'not come to terms with her;_'

_eld caustic fastors. The denial is for a'*‘

hé&ﬁing;panel findg the priscnér iz net -- has ~

. of more than one offense, which involves the
“lives and injuries to nine others. The panel

further flnds that it’s not reasonable expected parole will be-

granted during the hearing -~ during the next two -~ three

years.

It is reached the prisoner committed the offense
and it says, an especially heinoqs, atrocious, and cool manner.
Specifically she killed two people, wounded nine others. She
traumatized countless others knowledgeable about this crime.
As a result a longer period of observation and evaluation is
required before the board should set a date.

The prisoner has a prior record of violent behavior
to wit the life of crime. A longer perioed of time is required
to evaluate her suitability. Due to the prisoner’s horrendous
crime her continued, selective, most incomplete recollection of
it, Her adamance in blaming others and drugs for her actions,
and her failure to deal with the complex caustic factors for
her actions, values, and attitudes.

The recent psychiatric =-- psychological report of
1/92 by Klevel, indicates the need for longer observation,
evaluation of treatment. The prisoner has not completed

BRENDA SPENCER  W-14944 DECISION PAGE 5 01/21/93
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- recdmmaﬁds;to fhefprismne

The;panel thinks ‘that

Upgrade vocationa}ly'and_

that~she'remain disclpllnary free.

though good efforts ) far have been ma e

educat na-ly,'

educationally, this. hearing must yet not ‘be neglectad i_énd
'partlcipate in self-help therapy programming.
We are addltlonally regquesting the CDC.Staff at the
01/20/93 press release be incorperated into the central flle

‘and in future board of reports.

That concludes the reading of the decision. This
is a tentative written copy that the officers will provide to
the prisoner.
She let us have after the sixty day legal review of
this decision we’ll get a copy of it, and have the ninety day

25 right of appeal thereafter.

26
27

This concludes this hearing.

BRENDA SPENCER H-14944 DECISICN PAGE & 01721793
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_the" best of ny abil:.ty. I hereby certify that’ I am
a dlsxnterested party in the above captioned matter and hava no

lnterest in the outcome of the hearing.

Dated this 18th day of February, 1993  at

‘Sacramento, California.
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